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MEDIA ADVISORY

FREE STATE PROVINCIAL LILIZELA TOURISM AWARDS 2018: HONOURING THE BEST OF THE BEST

The Free State tourism product owners who have worked hard to perfect their products and provide travelers with unique experience will be honoured and acknowledged at the glittering 2018 Lilizela Tourism Awards.

The awards are an initiative of the National Department of Tourism (NDT) led by South African Tourism and delivered by the Tourism Grading Council of South Africa. The aim of the awards is to recognize and celebrate tourism businesses for tourism excellence, for their contribution to South Africa’s global competitiveness, and for growing tourism’s contribution towards GDP and job creation.

Research shows a significant increase in the number of international arrivals for the FS Province and this is good enough reason to want to make sure that our tourism products are of high standard to attract even more travelers to the province.
 
The competition is divided into four categories namely; Service Excellence, Entrepreneurship, Sustainable Development and the MEC’s Award. About 63 tourism players and businesses entered the competition this year with 37 finalists.

 From the finalists, 20 winners will be selected to compete with winners from other provinces during the national competition which will take place in October 2018. 

The details of the event are as follows:

· Date:     21st September 2018
· Venue:  Land Rover dealership, Bloemfontein
· Time:	    17:30 For 18:00
                                                     End

Issued by the Department of Economic, Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For more details contact: Buko Gcolotela on 051 400 4725 / 073 472 4237 / gcolotelab@destea.gov.za  or Festy Mfazwe on 051 400 9548
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