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“Nuyrturing SMEs, Creating jobs, protecting people!” This goal is at

it the heart of the Free State SME Development Initiative, whichisa3

year technical cooperation programme that runs until mid-2014.

‘-‘1 The SME Initiative supports the government of South Africa and the Creation of deg,

i 1"‘7 “p_rovincia\ government of the Free State in meeting its priorities o e"Woymentent
1? towards broad-based wealth creation and decent work through p';:?rtuf_lities for
i: 7 Smalland Medium Enterprise (SME) development. diSazt‘:’a':‘ctauv
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- With initial funding made available by the Flanders International
Cooperation Agency (FICA) to the lnternationa\ Labour Organization
the initiativeisa partnership petweenthe Department for Economic

ot BT Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (Detea),

7 Mangaung Metro Municipality andthe Municipality of Matjhabeng.

Emp\oyers‘ organizations such.-as Mangaung/B\oemfontein
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (M/BCC\), the Afrikaans
Handels Instituut (AHD and-the National African Federation of
Chambers of Commerce (NAFCO) are key private sector partners
i ; b ’represent‘mg the voice of SMEs-in the province. partnershipsare
g i being established with education authorities and with financial and

: non-ﬁnancia\ Business pevelopment Service (BDS) providers inthe |

i province. The University of the Free State (UFS) is @ valuable
R —tesearch partner.
B ~The Initiative seeks to strengthen the capacity of prov'mcia\ and
"i' % municipal authorities as well as private sector and civil society to
- : - " create more and better jobs through SME development. The goal is
3 1o support 2'000 SMEs andtocreate 5'000 decent jobs.
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