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Ladies and gentlemen 

Dumelang!!!!
Let me take this opportunity to welcome the deputy minister for his first visit to the Free State Province since he took office in May this year. We trust that you will also find the Free State not only hospitable but a place where any initiative and programme can take root.

The Free State, as you know, is the birth place of the African National Congress. The Free State is also home for the Appeal Court. This Province is also the home for the first digital Planetarium in the southern hemisphere. The Free State is at the centre of South Africa and is the only Province that shares borders with six other provinces and one Country- the Kingdom of Lesotho. You are therefore at the right place my Deputy Minister.

We are indeed honoured to host you for the Local Economic Development Forum. Local economic development is very critical to our mandate which is derived from Schedule 4 and 5 of the Constitution of the republic of South Africa.
 That mandate requires that the department should oversee and administer the following;
· Trade

· Tourism

· Casino. Racing, gambling and wagering, excluding lotteries and sports pools

· Consumer protection

· Environment

· Industrial promotion

· Nature Conservation

· Pollution control

· Provincial public Enterprises

· Soil Conservation

· Liquor licenses and control and control of undertakings that sell liquor to the public and finally

· Development of Small Businesses

To streamline our operations and to enhance service delivery, we have recently reviewed our Vision and Mission.  

Our shared Vision is “A transformed economy and a prosperous society that is living in harmony with its natural resources through integrated and sustainable economic growth.”

 Flowing from this Vision we agree that our reason for existence is to  
“Radically create a conducive, enabling environment for the creation of decent jobs, poverty and inequality reduction through a sustainably managed environment and Economic Development Programmes in the Free State.”
Economic Development at a local space is the spark that could light up the whole regional economy. To get this right, however, we need to double our efforts. One of the first things we need to do is to collate all economic information and investigate the options and opportunities available in every municipality to broaden the economic base of the Free State Province. This information should assist municipalities with creation of employment opportunities, investment and business development. 


The analysis of the situation will provide the foundation for assessment of the current socio-economic and economic characteristics and trends in the Province and therefore highlighting the main economic advantages of each area.

The following interventions are therefore critical for this purpose:

· Help in building the municipalities capacity on economic profiling, project packaging and implementation and then collate and analyze these municipalities economy and identify the competitive and comparative advantage of each area

· Identify specific intervention programmes and projects that would address the growth and development challenges of each Municipality for immediate implementation.

· Help in the compilation of LED strategies for each municipalities.

· Identify and effectively make use of all national and provincial support programmes, which would address the challenges for the economic development of each area.

· Assess, establish and strengthen functional LED structures and forums, where necessary.

· Develop a framework for monitoring and evaluating progress.

· Put a process for continuous economic analysis in place.

Programme Director, in this way we will be in a position to unlock the economy of each local area with emphasis on   job creation, capacity building and social upliftment. We believe that every local municipality should have an anchor LED projects. These projects should among others have;

· Strategic importance and alignment

· Economic Impact

· Feasibility

· SMME and skills development

Deputy Minister your visit to  our province our comes at the time when we have just hosted the first provincial three days SMMEs & Cooperatives Indaba in early September. 

The purpose of the SMMEs & Cooperatives indaba was to align all segments of business in one core Free State Value Chain. The efforts are to associate, partner and support all business segments from Small, Medium, Macro Enterprises, Micro Enterprises and Co –operatives.

The idea was to provide linkage between all these sectors and business classification for increased business opportunities and better growth prospects. We would want to believe that we are on the right track through our endeavors which are meant to create a prosperous Free State that enhances the quality of life through integrated and sustainable economic growth. 

From the Indaba, we have developed the key outcomes that will respond to different challenges faced by the micro enterprises/hawkers, the small and medium enterprises and the large businesses that we will then implement. This was done to unlock the economic potential of the province. 
Some of the big projects that are in the pipeline are:

· Establishment of an ICT manufacturing plant in Fezile Dabi

· Maluti-a-Phofung (IDZ) Resuscitating of Industrial Complex

· Facilitate the establishment of a printing company to promote BBBEE

· Promotion and support of Bio-ethanol fuel plant in Bothaville

· Promote and support the establishment of solar energy project in Bethulie

· Appoint 10 cooperatives to do cleaning and maintenance at FDC

· Expansion of the Naval Hill Planetarium

·  Xhariep and Lejweleputswa solar projects: Letsatsi Solar Project near Dealesville
· Maluti a Phofung Municipality: MAP SEZ (Special Economic Zones)
Deputy Minister, we share the same vision as the Economic Development Department of decent work through meaningful economic transformation and inclusive growth   which in a long run will drive us to reach the sole aim of enhancing the quality of life of the people of the Free State through integrated and sustainable economic growth. Together with the Economic Development Department, Municipalities, government funding entities and non-government entities we will work together to unlock economic potential of different Municipalities in the province. 
In his state of the nation address on the 17 June 2014, President Jacob Zuma said “We have put in place a programme of action based on the ANC Manifesto and the National Development Plan. The economy takes centre stage in this programme.  It remains our strong belief that the most effective weapon in the campaign against poverty, is the creation of decent work, and that creating work requires faster economic growth. We have set a growth target of 5 per cent by 2019. To achieve this, we will embark on various measures and interventions to jump-start the economy”.

State owned companies like IDC, SEFA and NEF are primarily established to help SMMEs with the capital to start their companies. What still remains a challenge, however, is that the funding agencies seemingly give more focus on funding companies owned by white people than blacks. 
These funding agencies were developed with the sole aim of growing the local economic development, especially the Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment. We should propel SMME support as an engine for growth and employment’.
It is therefore our considered view, Deputy Minister that the Forum we are hosting today will add impetus in the work the Provincial Government is doing towards Radical Socio Economic Transformation. We are indeed grateful that your department thought selecting the Free State as one of the first stops for this critical programme.
Collaboration and synergy should come naturally because everyone has a contribution to make in insuring that radical Socio Economic Transformation is achieved. We need to take individual and collective ownership of every programme and project, even those ‘conceived in sin’.  Every idea, whatever its source, should be pursued and supported”.

I THANK YOU.
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